The Temple Times

Quarterly Newsletter ~ March, 2023

The Temple Times would like to make a comeback and this issue brings relevant news,
community resources, and important dates to your mailbox. Four issues each year are planned
to keep you up to date and informed about community events, issues and benefits.

Efforts are being made to keep expenses low. The newsletters are sent to all 04984 addresses
through the Post Office’s very economical Every Door Direct rate. If there is a postage stamp
on your copy, we are paying the standard rate to reach your address. If so, please consider
getting the newsletter via a link to the town website. It would be a help.

Funding for the Temple Times will be listed as an article in the upcoming Town Warrant. To

continue, it will need voter approval.

Critiques, comments, criticisms of all sorts are welcome. Please let us hear from you.

Town Calendar:

* Planning Board  6:00pm March 13

» Temple Historical Society 3:00pm
March 20

* Maine Maple Sunday March 25

* Annual Town Meeting 1:00, April 22

* Bulky Waste Day May 20th

Town Office:

Hours: Monday, 11:00 to 7:00
Thursday, 9:00 to 5:00

(closed on major holidays)

Address: PO Box 549, Temple 04984

Email: templetownoffice@yahoo.com

Website: townoftemple.org

Phone: 778-6680

Fax: 778-0183

Facebook pg: Town of Temple Maine

Janine Winn, editor

Office Staff & Contact Info:

Sue Cantrell
Tax Collector & Treasurer

Bob Van Riper
Town Clerk

Select Board Austin Foss
David True
Dean Collins

The Select Board meets on Monday
Evenings from 6:00 to 7:00, except major
holidays. Call 778-6680 to be slotted time
on the agenda.

Did You Know?

That Temple was first settled in 1796
and had attracted the required 30 families
to become an incorporated town by 1803?
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Trash & Recycling Pickup:

The official pick-up schedule for
Temple is trash every Friday and
recyclables on the 1st & 3rd Friday of
every month.

That being said, weather and
equipment problems have plagued our
contractor, Archie’s, and us this winter.
Updates about delays for pick-up can be
found on Temple’s Facebook page “Town
of Temple Maine” and on Temple’s
website townoftemple.org under the
‘Notices’ tab.

Annual Town Meeting:
Saturday, April 22, starting at
1:00.

Outside of the School Budget and the
County Budget, the biggest budget driver
in Temple continues to be maintenance of
the roads. The past two years have seen a
steep rise in the cost of materials and
consequently a rise in the allocations that
are needed.

The Budget Committee met on
February 13 to consider the Select Board’s
recommendations and requests by the
Road Commissioner, Erik Hellgren. The
resulting budget to be raised at the town
meeting is $705,765, about 103,275 more
than the previous year. The budget line
items will each be up for approval at
Temple’s Annual Meeting on Saturday,
April 22, at 1:00.

The town’s Annual Report and Warrant
for 2023 will be available on Temple’s
website by April 3rd and in hard copy by
April 15th.

RSU 9 School Budget:

A big proportion of Temple’s property
tax is determined by the annual RSU 9
school budget. Through the winter
months, the School Board in conjunction
with the district Budget Committee
prepared a budget for the coming year.
On March 10 and 16, from 9:00 to 4:00,
full-day presentations will be held on
various aspects of the budget. Ata
Community Forum on April 11, 6:00 pm,
the Superintendent will present the
proposed budget to community and
answer questions prior to the 7:00 Board
Meeting. Finally, the budget will come to
the voters in a district-wide referendum on
June 13.

Fresh information about the budget
process can be found at https://
www.mtbluersd.org/about/budget-
information

Temple Fire Dept Wants You!

Wanted - Volunteer Firefighters for the
Town of Temple. Training is available in
Farmington and all associated costs will
be paid for by the town. If interested,
contact Dave True, Temple Fire Chief,
email: selectpersonoftemple@gmail.com

Temple Historical Society News

In the Town Office lobby, a fresh
display in the THS case presents artifacts
from by-gone homes, barns and offices.
They are not identified by name but
comprise a THS Challenge Contest. Enter
your answers and best guesses as to what
these things are on an answer sheet and
deposit it in the box. The winner of this
just-for-fun contest will be awarded (pg 3)
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Historical Society, continued: bragging
rights. Take a look and join the fun.
Once the new Post Office is open, the
Society will have the Archives open one
Monday a month for anyone to visit.
While the schedule is currently set in
sand, this will likely be on the first
Monday of each month. Come say Hello!

Did you know?

Did you know that Temple once had a
brick yard? Pierce makes reference to it
in his History of Temple, as having
existed somewhere around 1834. The pit
was still recognizable on the left of the
Intervale in 1946, though he doesn’t say
where exactly.

Bulky Waste Day:

On Saturday, May 20th, Temple will
hold the annual Bulky Waste pick-up day
in the Town Hall parking lot. Great
opportunity for major decluttering!
Passenger tires, tractor tires and skidder
tires, brown goods (furniture and
mattresses, for the most part), couches,
and white goods (washers, dryers, stoves,
refrigerators with doors removed, etc.) are
all accepted for a fee. Most other
materials are free to drop off. Prices will
be posted as we get closer to the date

Sand and Winter Roads:

It’s not May first yet so we likely will
still get more snow. While it is a pleasure
to take a walk on a quiet snowy evening,
please be mindful that it is difficult for the
drivers of the big plows to what’s directly
on the side of the road. And that snow can
throw hard! Out for a walk and hear a

plow truck coming, cross to the other side
of the road.

Please also do not park on the
shoulders of the roads or with one end of
your car sticking out of your driveway.
You will find it buried deep in heavy
frozen road debris at best. Or you could
cause an accident. The road crew says
Thank you!

Temple maintains a sand shed, located
on Temple Road, for the safety of
residents. The sand is provided for home
use by Temple residents only and folks are
requested to limit themselves to two 5-
gallon buckets of sand per storm. Be safe.

The New USPO:

Construction for the new Temple Post
Office, located in the Town Hall, is just
about finished and the official rumor is
that it will be up and running by the end
of March. Equipment needs to be
installed and tested, and staff needs to be
hired.

Once open, hours are projected to be
Monday through Saturday, 7:30 to 11:30
and full Post Office services will be
offered. Access to postal boxes will be
available during those hours and during
any hours that the Town Office is open,
which will be until 7:00 PM on Mondays
and 5:00 PM on Thursdays. It’s been a
long 5 years but West Farmington Post
Master Tammy Morgan says we have
been good customers and hasn’t minded.
She will continue to be our Post Master
once our own shop is open.
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Postal Patron
Temple, Maine 04984

The first issue of

The Temple Times 2.0
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